
 
Rescue Lake Simcoe Charitable Foundation         
120 Primeau Dr. 
Aurora, ON  
L4G 6Z4 
 
Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
College Park 5th Flr,  
777 Bay St,  
Toronto, ON  
M7A 2J3 
 
RE: CONCERNS: BILL 23, THE MORE HOMES BUILT FASTER ACT 
 

October 28, 2022 
Dear Hon. Piccini,   
 
About us: The Rescue Lake Simcoe Coalition is a lake-wide member-based organization, 
representing 29 groups in the Lake Simcoe watershed, that provides leadership and inspires 
people to take action to protect Lake Simcoe. 
 
I, the Executive Director, and author of this letter, have a Masters Degree in Integrated 
Watershed Planning with a focus on the interaction of the Growth Plan and the Lake Simcoe 
Protection Plan. I have 20 years of experience working on Lake Simcoe, culminating in a cabinet 
appointment to Chair the Lake Simcoe Coordinating Committee, following nine years as a 
committee member. I am happy to share my perspectives with any of the recipients of this 
letter.  
 
In the spring of 2022 we wrote to the Minister with the following:  
 

The Made in Ontario Environment Plan commits the province to: “Build on previous 
successes and continue to implement the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan to protect and 
restore important natural areas and features of the lake.”  
 
There are two simple ways the province can action this promise: 
 
1. Pay the balance to build the Holland Marsh Phosphorus Reclamation Centre.  
 
2. Increase Natural Heritage protections through the implementation of the 
Growth Plan Natural Heritage System via the Municipal Comprehensive Review 
underway.  
 



We are pleased that the province has acted on the first and that the Upper York Sewage Solution 
has been canceled. The government of Ontario, however, failed to respond to our second 
request to increase Natural Heritage protections (which was supported by seven Lake Simcoe 
watershed municipalities), and now that specific policy window of opportunity has passed. But 
the natural features are still there, for now, and we must ask that you live up to your promises 
and work towards the Natural Heritage protection target in the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan of 
40% high quality natural cover.   
 
The reason for this reminder of the province’s commitments to Lake Simcoe is that on Tuesday 
of this week, the MMAH introduced Bill 23, which would reverse progress at Lake Simcoe, and 
weaken existing protections on natural heritage features.  
 
I have observed that our local MPPs do not understand how bad these omnibus bills are until 
they have been unleashed and the public backlash has begun. Then they tie themselves in knots 
trying to justify proposals that are not grounded in logic.  When your government throws away 
environmental protections solely on the advice of developers, it also throws away its 
accountability and its credibility. If you needed cataract surgery, you wouldn’t consult a 
podiatrist. The public is not well served when developers are given the power to inform 
decisions that damage natural systems forever.   
 
My concerns and questions are laid out below. I would like the MoECP to answer these 
questions, and I would like our MPPs to stand up for Lake Simcoe by asking that Ontario 
continue to allow Conservation Authorities to provide environmental permits and conditions on 
development proposals that affect the environment in the Lake Simcoe watershed and in all 
watersheds. 
 
To ignore this advice is also to ignore telling facts from the Lake Simcoe watershed; for instance 
the Council of Ramara has been unable to deal with their sewage treatment problems, has 
missed provincial compliance deadlines, and is still polluting the lake with antiquated spray 
fields, while openly waiting for a miracle from their MPP. These small municipalities do not have 
the capacity to handle the permitting that is now done by our Conservation Authority. No 
amount of litter pick-up makes up for these major regulatory compliance issues. We need 
Conservation Authorities. Without them Lake Simcoe will not be saved.  
 
Concerns:  

● There is no evidence that these measures will result in more affordable housing. They 
appear intended to make more land available for development. Streamlining should not 
be applied to single family home development; 

● Increasing the risk of flooding and its impacts will likely add costs to insurance, affecting 
municipalities and residents; 

● There is no scientific rationale for reducing wetland and natural heritage protection. The 
UN’s 2021 “Code Red for Humanity” call has made it loud and clear that climate change 
is the problem of our time. It compels us to meet international targets around natural 
areas, wetlands, and biodiversity protection;  



● There is no popular mandate for the extreme, anti-environment measures you are 
proposing. They are contrary to the purpose of governing for the people and for the 
future of our province. Indeed they make your government’s promises to Lake Simcoe 
ring hollow; 

● Specifically, it is unclear how the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan can be implemented 
without the CA’s involvement in permitting. I request more information and analysis on 
this point.  

 
Questions:  

1. We’d like the province to articulate how exactly removing environmental protections 
provides more affordable housing.  

2. How are you meeting your commitment to protecting natural heritage in the Lake 
Simcoe watershed?  

3. Without Conservation Authority oversight, how are we ensuring that development does 
not worsen flooding and inappropriate development in floodplains, in and around 
wetlands and shorelines? 

4. Is the province following this recommendation: The UYSS expert panel that advised the 
province on the UYSS decision highlighted the need for the provincial Ministry of 
Environment, Conservation and Parks to "review all negative environmental impacts in 
the Lake Simcoe watershed as they impact Lake Simcoe and develop a comprehensive 
and overarching plan with specific environmental targets and related performance 
measures to further enforce the Lake Simcoe Protection Act and Plan," (p 75).  This is an 
essential recommendation which we have made since 2011. The UYSS  decision is not 
the whole solution. 
 

For more information and analysis I would recommend TVO’s: 
https://www.tvo.org/article/doug-fords-housing-plan-is-no-match-for-ontarios-housing-crisis 
And the Narwhal, October 25, 2022: https://thenarwhal.ca/ontario-conservation-authorities-
development/  
And this one is older but good context for new MPPs https://thenarwhal.ca/york-region-
wastewater-plant/  
 

We have asked for meetings with the Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks since 
2018 and am still asking. My contact information is below. Thank you for your attention and 
consideration.  
 
I await your response.  
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Sincerely, 

 

Claire Malcolmson 

Executive Director, Rescue Lake Simcoe Coalition 

rescuelakesimcoecoalition@gmail.com 

647-267-7572 

The Rescue Lake Simcoe Coalition is a lake-wide member-based organization, representing 29 
groups in the Lake Simcoe watershed, that provides leadership and inspires people to take action 
to protect Lake Simcoe. www.rescuelakesimcoe.org 
 
 
CC: Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry minister.mnrf@ontario.ca 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing minister.mah@ontario.ca 
 
Lake Simcoe watershed MPPs:  
Hon. Muroney  caroline.mulroneyco@pc.ola.org 
Hon. Dunlop jill.dunlopco@pc.ola.org 
Hon. Downey doug.downeyco@pc.ola.org 
Hon. Scott laurie.scottco@pc.ola.org 
Hon. Calandra paul.calandraco@pc.ola.org 
Hon. Bethenvalvy peter.bethlenfalvyco@pc.ola.org 
MPP Gallagher Murphy Dawn.GallagherMurphy@pc.ola.org  
MPP Khanjin andrea.khanjin@pc.ola.org 
MPP Saunderson Brian.Saunderson@pc.ola.org 
MPP Todd McCarthy Todd.McCarthy@pc.ola.org  
 
and 
Rob Baldwin, CAO, LSRCA 
Margaret Prophet, Executive Director, Simcoe County Greenbelt Coalition 
Jack Gibbons, Lake Simcoe Watch 
Laura Bowman, Ecojustice  
RLSC’s 29 member groups  
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