
What you need to know 

“Riparian” areas are 
land adjacent to 

streams, rivers, lakes, 
or wetlands.  

All shorelines are      
riparian areas. 

Lake Simcoe has 240 kilometres of shoreline,1 but only 27% is naturally vegetated.2   

All shoreline property owners can make a difference for Lake Simcoe’s ecological 

health by following these tips and planning for shoreline improvements over time.  

Shorelines are vital to the health of Lake Simcoe: 
Activities such as clearing natural vegetation along the shore and building         

concrete docks and walls – referred to as “shoreline hardening” – have disrupted 

the linkages between land and water,3 a critical area for wildlife.   

Healthy shoreline areas help conserve habitats for aquatic and terrestrial species. 

Vegetated shorelines help reduce phosphorus loading to the lake by                       

controlling run-off and erosion.4 

Shading riparian areas helps reduce the effects of climate                                         

change and regulates temperature and microclimate.5 

Buffering your shoreline: 
Buffer zones are strips of land near the water either in their natural                               

state or enhanced with native plants.  

Keep existing natural shoreline vegetation, especially if it is mature. 

Plant the widest buffer possible. (30m wide is ideal, but at least 3m). 

Use deep-rooted native trees and shrubs, and plant buffers densely. 

Keep at least 75% of the length of the shoreline natural, and concentrate 

uses such as swimming and boating to the other 25%. 

Plant grasses and sedges near the waterline, and consider adding aquatic 

plantings.6  

Cut lawns long to enhance the water-holding ability of the soil. 

Avoid the use of fertilizers and pesticides.  

 

 
 
 

 

Get rid of pesky poopers!  
Leaving a vegetated buffer on your 

shoreline will deter Canada Geese from 
congregating on your lawn.  



Conservation Authorities support healthy shorelines  
The Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA) works with municipalities and landowners to 

restore shorelines.  

LSRCA’s target within the watershed is a minimum of 30m vegetated protection zone along the 

shoreline as part of their Natural Heritage System and Restoration Strategy.  

The LSRCA has identified 120km² of potential restoration area along the Lake Simcoe shoreline. If 

these areas were restored, the vegetation coverage on the shoreline would increase to 52%.7  

The Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority will partially fund shoreline restoration projects that 

improve shorelines such as:  

Stabilize stream banks to increase shade and encourage aquatic plants; 

Improve ecological function and resilience to climate change; 

Enrich habitat for native birds, butterflied, mammals, and to increase species diversity; 

Help to link and connect areas for future habitat enrichment. 

 

 
 
 

To learn more about what you can do and how to access grants, please visit the Lake Simcoe 

Conservation Authority website: www.lsrca.on.ca/Pages/On-the-Shore 

Planning work on your shoreline? 
For more information about working on existing retaining walls and permitting visit  

www.ontario.ca/page/maintain-repair-or-replace-erosion-control-structures-shore-lands 

 

For more on shoreline protection and restoration visit  

stewardshipnetwork.ca/files/2012/07/Working-along-the-Shore-A-

Professionals-Guide-to-Shoreline-Management-for-Lake-Simcoe-

OMNRDSLSN2014.pdf 

Choosing  the right plants, sedges, and grasses  
Lake Simcoe watershed www.lsrca.on.ca/Pages/Native-Plants 

York Region www.yourleaf.org/shrubs-garden-kits-and-pawpaws 

Durham www.nativeplants.ca/050~Services 

Simcoe County www.returnofthenative.ca/plant-list 

Policy Protections 
By analyzing five provincial plans we found that the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan is the best at           

protecting natural shorelines. But the policies only apply when a development proposal triggers a   

planning application, through which the property developer/owner needs to show that they will not 

build in the 30m vegetation protection zone surrounding the lake and other identified natural           

features.  

Outside of a development application, it’s up to current property owners to make changes voluntarily. 

For more information on this policy analysis please visit: https://bit.ly/2Z8t78F 

Rescue Lake Simcoe Charitable Foundation 

120 Primeau Dr. Aurora, ON L4G 6Z4 | rescuelakesimcoecoalition@gmail.com | www.rescuelakesimcoe.org 

Registered Charity Number 84880 4548 RR0001  
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