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Protecting nature supports sustainable tourism, the economy, and
people’s health
The Lake Simcoe watershed’s outdoor recreation sector is estimated to generate $420
million per year. A lot of jobs depend on clean water and accessible greenspace! [1]
The ecosystem services provided by the natural systems in the Lake Simcoe watershed include
climate regulation, water regulation, erosion control and sediment retention, pollination and carbon
storage. If these free ecosystem services were gone, it would cost $922.7 million per year to replace
the services they provide. [2]
Climate change impacts are here to stay. Intact wetlands help reduce the financial costs of a major
flood event in urban and rural areas by up to 38 percent. [3]
International research shows that time spent in nature is good for our physical and mental health.

More natural cover needs strong policy protection
The Rescue Lake Simcoe Coalition identified how well-protected the Lake Simcoe watershed’s
important natural features are by analyzing the strength of the policies applied to the natural features
across the watershed landscape. Our policy and mapping research found:
Only 21% of the watershed is protected by strong provincial policies that generally
prohibit land use changes. [4]
41% of the watershed’s land is subject to natural heritage policies that are weak and
often overturned.
A number of experts suggest that 40 - 60% natural cover in a watershed is needed to support healthy
aquatic ecosystems, [5] [6] and scientists recommend no losses of natural areas and wetlands around
Lake Simcoe. [7]
To ensure that the Lake Simcoe watershed has enough natural cover for the long term, the Rescue
Lake Simcoe Coalition would like to see strong policy protections on more natural areas. This can be
achieved with:
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A commitment from the province of Ontario to resourcing and implementing the Lake
Simcoe Protection Plan;
Support from all levels of government for identifying natural features that should be
protected, particularly wetlands;
Municipal implementation of all of the policies that protect natural features in their Official
Plans, maps, and zoning.
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The Rescue Lake Simcoe Coalition is a lake-wide member-based organization, representing
25 groups in the Lake Simcoe watershed, that provides leadership and inspires people to
take action to protect Lake Simcoe.
www.rescuelakesimcoe.org
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